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MINUTES

REGION H WATER PLANNING GROUP MEETING

10:00 A.M.

MAY 2, 2007
SAN JACINTO RIVER AUTHORITY OFFICE
LAKE CONROE DAM

1577 DAM SITE ROAD

CONROE, TEXAS 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Roosevelt Alexander, John Baker, John R. Bartos, John Blount, Robert Bruner, Reed Eichelberger, Mark Evans, Jack Harris, Marvin Marcell, Pudge Willcox, Ron Neighbors, Jimmie Schindewolf, Jeff Taylor, Steve Tyler, Mike Uhl, Danny Vance, and C. Harold Wallace.  Robert Hebert and John Howard were present after the vote selecting them as voting members. 

DESIGNATED ALTERNATES:  Ted Long for Jason Fluharty and Jace Houston for William Teer.
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Jason Fluharty, Robert Istre, James Morrison, James Murray, and William Teer.
NON-VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:  Temple McKinnon and Wayne Ahrens.
PRESIDING:   Jeff Taylor, Chairman


MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 8, 2007 MEETING
Jace Houston presented minor corrections to the minutes.  A motion was made by Mr. Neighbors to approve the minutes of the February 8, 2007, meeting as amended; second by Mr. Marcell.  The motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS 4 - 8
None.
RESIGNATION OF MARY ALICE GONZALEZ 
Mr. Taylor stated that a letter of resignation had been received from Mary Alice Gonzalez.  Motion by Mr. Marcell to accept the resignation of Mary Alice Gonzalez; seconded by Mr. Harris.  Motion carried unanimously.
CONSIDER NOMINATIONS FOR TWO NEW VOTING MEMBERS OF THE REGION H REGIONAL WATER PLANNING GROUP REPRESENTING SMALL BUSINESS
Mr. Harris presented the recommendation of the Nominating Committee.  He stated that the committee recommended the selection of Judge Robert Hebert to replace Mary Alice Gonzalez and John Howard to replace Michael Sullivan as voting members of the Region H RWPG, both representing small business.  Mr. Harris stated that Judge Hebert, from Fort Bend County, is consultant to the water utility industry, and Mr. Howard owns a commercial forage production company in Austin County.
A motion was made by Mr. Harris to select Judge Robert Hebert and John Howard as voting members of the Region H RWPG representing small business; second by Mr. Wallace.  Motion carried (Yeas – 16, Nays – 1).  Mr. Tyler voted nay.
REPORT FROM CONSULTANTS AND TWDB ON STATUS OF CONTRACTS FOR THE NEXT ROUND OF PLANNING 
Mike Reedy reported that the contracts for funding from the TWDB had been approved for the four following tasks:
· Administration and Public Participation 
· Environmental Flows Investigations

· Drought Management Studies
· Interruptible Water Supplies Studies
Temple McKinnon of the TWDB reported that a draft of the task reports is due by the end of 2008 and the final reports are due by April 2009.  Funding will be done bi-annually. 
UPDATE ON LUCE BAYOU PROJECT
Jeff Taylor gave an update on the Luce Bayou Project.  The projected cost of the project is $250,000,000.00, and it will be implemented by the Coastal Water Authority.   The capacity will be 450 mg/day with an online projection of 2015.
Stakeholders in the project have met to discuss financing, and they are working with the TWBD on funding options.  This will be the first regional project in many years and will serve Houston, North Harris County, West Harris County, and parts of Fort Bend County.
LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
Danny Vance gave an update on SB 3 related to environmental flows, water conservation, and unique reservoir sites and HB 4 related to water conservation.  
Ron Neighbors provided additional information on HB 4 related to the specific conservation provisions in the bill.  

A number of other bills were discussed including HB 447, HB 1886, and a bill related to sand & gravel operations near the San Jacinto River.
Temple McKinnon mentioned the provision that streamlined the process for amending regional plans.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None.
AGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

Temple McKinnon of the TWDB reported that they are busy working on contracts.
NEXT MEETING

August 1st, 2007
San Jacinto River Authority

Lake Conroe Dam

1577 Dam Site Road

Conroe, Texas
ADJOURNED
PAGE  
1

